
THE IB PYP
Parent Overview 



Meet and Greet
Turn and introduce yourself to your neighbor



ABOUT YOUR COORDINATOR

I Live in Mt. Helix with my 
husband Ric, son Carter (11) & 
Cricket our dog & Cosmo our 

cat.

Erin Knight
eknight@sandi.net

Sessions ( 1st & 3rd week)
JeƋerson (2nd & 4th week)

Originally from La Canada, CA 

B.A. in International Relations from USD 

Masters in Education- National University
CA Multiple Subject Credential
CA Single Subject Credential- Social Studies

IBEN Educator- IB Workshop leader, evaluator and consultant  

Started my journey with IB as a PBMS Social Studies teacher   

Have worked at five out of  eight IB schools in San Diego Unified 
(PBMS, Jefferson, McKinley, Birney, Sessions)  

I love spending time with my family, travelling, reading, and kundalini yoga



Founded in 1968
 in Geneva, 
Switzerland

 The largest 
concentration 
of IB schools 

can be found in 
the United 

States with over 
1700 schools 

In the US, 90% 
of IB schools 

are public 
schools

There are 5175 
IB World 

Schools in 157 
countries 

THE IB-  At a Glance  

Between 2012 and 
2017, the number of 

IB programmes 
offered worldwide 

has grown by 
39.3%.

The International Baccalaureate® (IB) offers four high 
quality international education programmes to more 

than one million students





SDUSD IB Continuum 
(Mission Bay Cluster)

PYP MYP DP



SDUSD IB Continuum 
(San Diego High Cluster)





WHY IB?
Our kindergarteners will retire 
around the year 2077.  

In what ways are we preparing 
them for success in the years 
between 2019 and 2080?

What foundations for learning 
must we establish for them?

What will our children’s work place even look like?



PYP PROGRAM MODEL



INTERNATIONAL MINDEDNESS

At Sessions we define 
international mindedness 

as knowing we are all 
different and respecting 
all cultures, because we 
understand that we are 
part of the same global 

community.
If you are an international-minded 
person you strive to help create a 
better and more peaceful world.

We guide our students to be internationally minded with a passion for life-long learning.
They learn to appreciate other cultures and beliefs and try to become a person who 

demonstrates the characteristics shown in the Learner Profile. 







Quote



Quote



photos
artifacts
experiments
explorations 
read Alouds

websites

questions
tinkering

create a scenario

music/singing
videos 

  

TYPES OF PROVOCATIONS Autumn Leaves 
Exploration 



Student Task:  Click 
through the slideshow
“WHAT THE WORLD EATS” 

What do you notice?

What questions do you have?

Place your screenshot here

 PROVOCATION EXAMPLE- WEBSITE



PHOTO PROVOCATIONS 
IB UNIT EXAMPLES

FROZEN LAKE MICHIGAN  
NATURAL DISASTERS UNIT



BUILDING PLAYS MUSIC IN RAIN 
STRUCTURES, MUSIC OR WEATHER UNIT



TREE STUMP AND FINGERPRINT
HEREDITY UNIT



MALIBU FIRES 2019
NATURAL DISASTERS UNIT



IB Approaches to Learning (Skills)  



Learning engagements that foster student

 collaboration





Teachers, Students and Other Adults



IB Key Concepts 



“A Hole in the Concept”- demonstration 

Read the excerpt on the next 
slide at normal speed.

Do not skim or give up halfway 
(read through to the end.)

Once you've finished, ask 
yourself how do you feel about 
reading this paragraph.



A newspaper is better than a magazine. A seashore is better 
place than the street. At first it is better to run than to walk. You 
may have to try several times. It takes some skill, but it is easy to 
learn. Even young children can enjoy it. Once successful, 
complications are minimal. Birds seldom get too close. Rain, 
however soaks in very fast. Too many people doing the same 
thing can also cause problems. One needs lots of room. If there 
are no complications, it can be very peaceful. A rock will serve as 
an anchor. If things break loose from it, however, you will not get 
a second chance.



Conceptual Hole 
Was this paragraph comprehensible?  

Meaningless?

Now re-read the excerpt  

knowing the title, with no 

change to the contents

Note what happens in your mind when the title is added



A newspaper is better than a magazine. A seashore is better place 
than the street. At first it is better to run than to walk. You may have 
to try several times. It takes some skill, but it is easy to learn. Even 
young children can enjoy it. Once successful, complications are 
minimal. Birds seldom get too close. Rain, however soaks in very fast. 
Too many people doing the same thing can also cause problems. 
One needs lots of room. If there are no complications, it can be very 
peaceful. A rock will serve as an anchor. If things break loose from it, 
however, you will not get a second chance.

Flying a Kite



Knowing the Concept - Making Connections 

Now that you have the concept you can make 

meaningful connections.

Every sentence supports what you now know. 



Action
Occurs as a result of learning:

Taking Action 

IB ACTION CYCLE





IB Assessment at Sessions
■ Formative and summative assessment

■ Authentic Performance Tasks
⚪ provide complex challenges that mirror the issues and problems of adults

⚪ open ended 

⚪ engage students in doing the work or experts in the field

⚪ require the application of knowledge and skills  

 





As an IB World school, not only do we focus on 

the development of the intellectual skills but also 

the personal, emotional and social skills needed 

to live, learn and work in a rapidly changing world.  







Mindfulness







To Conclude,

At Sessions we utilize the IB philosophy to enable student’s natural 
curiosity to be fostered in real life learning situations.



  Sessions IB World students hold the world in their hands.



“
Any Questions?


